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Nietolerancja religijna Zrédtem przesladowan mniejszosci na Swiecie — nowy raport
1 lipca 2010r.

Nowy globalny raport Minority Rights Group International (MRG) ujawnia, ze w wielu regionach Swiata
nietolerancja religijna dotgczyta do rasizmu jako gtdwna przyczyna przesladowan mniejszosci.

Raport pt. Status mniejszosci i ludéw autochtonicznych na swiecie 2010 (State of the World’s Minorities
and Indigenous Peoples 2010) ujawnia, ze wzrost nacjonalizmu religijnego, marginalizacja ekonomiczna
mniejszosci religijnych i naduzywanie prawa ustanowionego do walki z terroryzmem spowodowaty
nasilenie przesladowan mniejszosci religijnych na catym swiecie.

Na wszystkich kontynentach mniejszosci religijne stajg sie przedmiotem atakéw, zatrzyman, tortur i
ograniczania fundamentalnych wolnosci.

- Nietolerancja religijna to nowy rasizm — twierdzi Mark Lattimer, dyrektor. — Wiele spotecznosci
doswiadczajacych od dziesiecioleci dyskryminacji rasowej, teraz staje sie celem represji ze wzgledu na
wyznawana religie.

Wedtug raportu represje wobec mniejszosci z przyczyn religijnych sg coraz czestsze w wiekszosci krajow
Europy Zachodniej i w Ameryce Pétnocnej, natomiast w niektérych czesciach Azji i Afryki religia szybko
wyprzedza kryteria rasowe lub etniczne jako gtdwna sita napedowa dyskryminacji i przemocy przeciwko
spotecznosciom. W wielu panistwach, od Wielkiej Brytanii przez Etiopie po Bangladesz, ubéstwo jest
coraz bardziej zwigzane z wyznaniem.

W USA i Europie mniejszosci, zwtaszcza muzutmanie, s3 poddawani coraz bardziej rygorystycznej
kontroli przez panstwo, a takze coraz czesciej stajg sie celem kampanii nacjonalistycznych prowadzonych
przez ugrupowania prawicowe. W Szwajcarii po kampanii przeprowadzonej przez skrajnie
konserwatywng Szwajcarska Partie Ludowg wiekszos$¢ uczestnikow referendum poparfo zakaz budowy
nowych minaretéw w meczetach.

Raport stwierdza rdwniez, ze niemal po dziesieciu latach od zamachdw z 11 wrzesnia mniejszosci
religijne na catym Swiecie padajg ofiarg coraz liczniejszych atakéw, przesladowan i ograniczania ich
wolnosci w zwigzku ze stosowaniem rygorystycznych srodkéw w ramach walki z terroryzmem.

W Iraku i Pakistanie (przez oba te kraje przebiega pierwsze linia frontu ‘wojny z terroryzmem’) ataki
wymierzone w mniejszosci religijne nasility sie w ostatnich latach.

Po inwazji z 2003 r., przeprowadzonej pod przywddztwem USA, w Iraku rézne grupy religijne (np.
chrzescijanie, mandajczycy, bahaici czy jazydyci) staty sie celem przemocy, posunietej nawet do



morderstw, nie wspominajac o uprowadzeniach, gwattach i zaborze mienia. Raport méwi tez, ze w
Pakistanie, czesciowo w odpowiedzi na operacje wojskowe prowadzone przez sity zbrojne USA i
Pakistanu, talibowie wzieli na cel chrzescijan, zabijajac, torturujac, zmuszajac do przyjecia swojej religii, a
takze palac koscioty i biblie.

W ostatnim dziesiecioleciu w walce z terroryzmem rzady coraz czesciej stosowaty kryteria religijne. W
wiekszosci przypadkow celem byli mezczyzni uznani za muzutmandw lub pochodzacy z krajow
islamskich.

Po prébie wysadzenia samolotu pasazerskiego nad Detroit w Boze Narodzenie 2009 r. podjetej przez
nigeryjskiego muzutmanina wtadze amerykanskie wytypowaty obywateli z 14 krajéw (w tym 13 w
wiekszosci muzutmanskich) do specjalnej kontroli w portach lotniczych. W styczniu 2009 r. tysigce
demonstrantéw protestowato w Uttar Pradesh, w Indiach, oskarzajac policje o aresztowanie
muzutmanskich chtopcéw pod zarzutem terroryzmu przy niktych dowodach.

Wiele spotecznosci religijnych napotyka rdwniez trudnosci takie, jak brak mozliwosci uzyskania
obywatelstwa, brak mozliwosci przestrzegania swoich zwyczajéw i praktyk czy budowy miejsc kultu ze
wzgledu na restrykcyjne prawo krajowe.

0Od 2001 r. wiele krajéw, w tym Azerbejdzan, Biatorus, Kazachstan, Serbia, Turkmenistan czy Uzbekistan,
wprowadzito lub zmienito swoje przepisy dotyczace rejestracji wyznan religijnych.

- Chociaz te przepisy sg czasem przedstawiane jako odpowiedz na zagrozenia dla bezpieczenstwa
narodowego lub jako srodki utrzymywania porzadku publicznego, s one coraz czesciej wykorzystywane
przez panstwa do monitorowania i kontrolowania spotecznosci religijnych — twierdzi Mark Lattimer.

Uwagi dla redaktoréw
e Mozliwosci przeprowadzenia wywiaddw:
Londyn — Mark Lattimer, dyrektor wykonawczy, MRG

Miedzynarodowe — W niniejszej publikacji zamieszczono krétka liste przypadkéw dotyczacych
mniejszosci religijnych i przedstawionych w raporcie. W celu przeprowadzenia rozmow z
przedstawicielami spotecznosci, o ktérych mowa w tych przypadkach, nalezy postuzy¢ sie informacjami
kontaktowymi podanymi pod opisem kazdego przypadku.

e Minority Rights Group International (MRG) jest organizacjg pozarzgdowg dziatajagca na rzecz
ochrony praw mniejszosci etnicznych, religijnych i jezykowych oraz ludéw autochtonicznych na
Swiecie

e W celu uzyskania egzemplarza raportu (z zastrzezeniem nieujawniania przed terminem
publikacji) lub zorganizowania wywiaddw, prosimy o kontakt z:



Biuro Prasowe MRG

Bernadett Sebaly

T: +36 (1) 327 7032

M: +36 70 217 2601

E: bernadett.sebaly@mrgmail.org

The following is a list of some specific cases of issues affecting religious minorities regionally and nationally.
Interviewees and their contact details are listed below each case:

Rise of far right in Europe fuels spread of intolerance towards religious minorities

A rise in right-wing radicalism is fuelling the spread of xenophobia and extremist attitudes towards religious
minorities in Europe. The report details a sharp rise in Islamophobia in Europe in 2009.

In May, ultra right-wing groups held an ‘anti-Islam’ rally to oppose the building of a large new mosque in Cologne,
Germany. When the authorities in Denmark’s capital city Copenhagen approved the country’s first purpose-built
mosque, the extreme-right Danish People’s Party launched an anti-mosque campaign in September. Following a
campaign by the ultra-conservative Swiss People's Party, most of Switzerland’s cantons and a majority of
participating voters backed a referendum in November, which proposed a ban on the building of new minarets in
mosques.

The report also notes an increase in the number of anti-Semitic incidents against the Jewish community in Europe.
The chapter also points to the global financial crisis contribution to the rise.

Contact

Katalin Halasz,

Author of the Europe chapter,
T: +36 30936 9745

E: halasz@gmail.com

Kenya: Nubians - poverty, deprivation and statelessness

The Nubian community has been present in Kenya for about 100 years. Many live in harsh conditions

of poverty and deprivation in the Kibera slum in Nairobi. Before 2009, when Nubians were finally

recognized in the national population census process, to be a Nubian and a Muslim in Kenya amounted to
membership of a non-Kenyan identity. Despite this recognition, however, they continue to suffer from citizenship-
based discrimination. The bulk of Nubians experience obstacles to their application for citizenship in Kenya
immediately upon disclosing their names, most of which are Arab and identify them as Muslim. Such designation
instantly results in more documentary evidence being required to sustain an individual’s citizenship claim.

Contact:

Adam Hussein Adam,

Open Society Kenya,

Kenya.

E: ahussein@osiea.org or adamhusse@gmail.com
T: +254 722649024 or +254 715767908

Nigeria: violent clashes between Muslims and Christians

Nigeria’s 140 million people are nearly evenly divided between Christians, who predominate in the south, and
Muslims, primarily in the north. In July 2009, four days of rioting was ignited by Boko Haram, an Islamic sect
opposed to Western education, medicine and values in northern Nigeria; 800 people (mainly Boko Haram
supporters and three Christian pastors) were confirmed killed. The rioting, which initially targeted police and
government bases, also led to extensive property losses, including the destruction of government installations.
Twenty churches, police stations and prisons were burned before police captured Boko Haram’s leader. He was



later killed in detention. The attacks had been in alleged retaliation for the burning of two mosques by Christian
groups. The disproportionate use of force by the Nigerian military police against Boko Haram has been criticized,
however. This conflict came on the heels of another religious conflict in Jos ignited by political differences. In
November 2008, more than 700 people were killed in Jos, the capital of Plateau State, when a political feud over a
local election degenerated into bloody confrontation between Christians and Muslims. Violence erupted again in
early 2010.

Contact:

Aba Ahola Ejembi,

Civil Liberties Organisation,

Nigeria.

T:+234-803 327 9014 or +234 - 9- 6709044
E: abejembi@yahoo.com

Hindus increasingly attacked and persecuted in Bangladesh

In 2009, a total of 541 incidents affecting religious minorities were reported in Bangladesh by MRG’s partner
organisation Odhikar. These include assaults, land seizures and one killing.

There were also 27 attacks on places of worship during the year, most of them instigated by local gangs or political
leaders who acted in a climate of impunity, with police taking no action over the incidents.

One of the groups specifically targeted in the attacks is the country’s Hindu minority. According to Odhikar, in
February 2009, 300 Hindus were injured and one woman raped in Maheshkhali, Chittagong, when gangs attacked
a religious event. In March and April 2009, mainly Hindus were affected when gangs forced some 400 people from
their homes in the Sutrapur district of Dhaka. In both places, Hindu temples were destroyed.

Supporters or members of the ruling Awami League have been accused of being involved in almost all of the
attacks against Hindus. In September 2009, Awami League members fired gunshots and evicted Hindus from their
homes, again in Sutrapur. In that incident and others during the month of September, a total of 14 temples were
reportedly attacked.

Targeted gender violence is an integral part of the attacks against religious minorities. One of the two reported
rape cases targeted against religious minority women, in 2009 involved a Hindu woman in the incident in
Chittagong in February.

Contact

Adilur Rahman Khan,

Secretary of Odhikar,

Bangladesh.

Mobile: +88-01711-405-188

Email: odhikar.bod@gmail.com or odhikar@sparkbd.net

Counter-terrorism measures target Muslims in India

The situation for Muslims in some parts of India remains tense. Particularly since the Mumbai attacks in 2008, the
Indian government has used counterterrorism measures to arrest and detain large numbers of Muslims arbitrarily.
In 2009, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights urged India to counter suspicion against Muslims in the
country and warned that anti-terrorism laws threatened human rights.

In January 2009, thousands of people took to the streets to protest against the imprisonment and killing of two
Muslims accused of being terrorists. The protesters were demanding a judicial investigation into the killings. Many
of the protesters said that several Muslim youths had been arrested on minimal evidence in Uttar Pradesh on



suspicion of terrorist links. After the Mumbai attacks, the government rushed through new laws, allowing police to
hold suspects for up to 180 days without charge.

In April 2009, the Indian Supreme Court rejected a plea by a Muslim student who had been expelled from a
Christian missionary school in Madhya Pradesh for refusing to shave off his beard. The presiding judge ruled that it
was against India’s secularism and associated sporting a beard with terrorism and extremist values.

Contact

Irfan Engineer,

Director,

Centre for the Study of Society and Secularism (CSSS).
India.

T:+919869462833; +919867027267

E: irfansan@hotmail.com; irfanengi@gmail.com;

Americas: religious intolerance towards indigenous American earth-based belief systems

Throughout the approximately 500-year history of state formation in the Americas, religious thinking

has been a key factor in the region’s evolution. European colonial expansion into the Americas was a religious
project, sanctioned and directed by the Church hierarchy and highly intolerant to traditional indigenous and
African belief systems. Religious communities such as Puritan Protestants were also among the first settlers in the
continental United States and the eastern Caribbean. In 2009, indigenous activists in Bolivia and the United States
have continued to argue that it is the workings of these doctrines and belief systems in the contemporary secular
context that still constrain indigenous peoples and African descendants’ efforts to control their natural resources,
and to preserve traditional cultures, lands and lives. At the December 2009 Parliament of the World’s Religions,
indigenous peoples’ representatives claimed that it is such contemporary practices that demonstrate a direct
historical connection to the doctrines of conquest, prompting them to call collectively on religious leaders, such as
Pope Benedict XVI, to repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery.

Contact:

Maurice Bryan, author of the Americas chapter, State of the World’s Minorities and Indigenous Peoples 2010
T: +503 77667881 / +504 5663199

E: maurice.bryan@mrgmail.org

Canada: balancing women’s rights with freedom of religion

Sometimes the perceived importance of ensuring religious freedom is so strong it can overshadow

the need to preserve other rights. For many women from religious minorities around the world, this

is a common experience. Using women’s rights as a baseline indicator helps us judge whether countries are able to
provide for the needs of religious minorities at a sophisticated enough level that women from religious minorities
benefit equally — as both belonging to religious minorities and as women. In the last few years, Canada grappled
with the question of whether and how Sharia courts can be incorporated into the laws of the land. Whilst some
Muslim women may have wanted to use non-mainstream legal options such as Sharia courts to resolve their
concerns, others, such as the Canadian Council of Muslim Women, organized against the introduction of Sharia
law.

Contact:

Alia Hogben,

Executive Director,

Canadian Council of Muslim Women.
T: +613-3822847

E: aliahogben@gmail.com




